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- PORTRAITS OF AMATEURS. 


MISS BRUCE. 


We have great pleasure in noticing this | 


Vor. XXXI—No. 1594. WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29, 


One Penny. 
| POPULAR ACTORS.—XVIL—XVIIL. 


MICHAEL KELLY. 


We have now to speak of an Irish star. 


young lady, a very promising and talented This celebrated vocalist was born in 1762, at 
pupil of Miss Herbert’s, of Blenheim Hall, | Dablin, where his father was a wine-merchant, 


who has made rapid progress in the dramatic |and M.C. at the Castle. 


At avery early age 


art for the last twelve months, and who, we young Kelly gave proofs of a strong genius fgg 


think, is destined to hold a high position in | music, 


Ranzzini, then in Dublin, gave him 


the profession, with further practice and study. lessons in singing, and persuaded his friends 
The principal characters we have seen her act ‘to send him to Naples, where he arrived in 
have been Lady Leatherbridge in Ali that his 16th year, and was patronized by the 


Glitters is not Gold, Mrs Sternhold Séil/ 
Waters Run Deep, Mrs Willoughby, Ticket of 


| 
| 


British minister, Sir W. Hamilton, and be 
studied at the conservatorio. He also received 


Leave Man, and Amenthis in the farce of | lessons from Aprili, who got him an engagement 


Little Toddlekins, all of which she has acted 
with skill and judgment, as well as with 
original humour and great succes, particularly 
the two last characters, which were decidedly 
the best and most effectual efforts. She would 
be an admirable substitute in ang of Mrs F. 
Mathews’ characters—not that she is a copyist. 
We hear that the manager of the Ryde 
Theatre, Isle of Wight, has made her an offer, 
which we think would be a favourable oppor- 
tunity to embrace ; the company consisting of 
many talented and well-known actors and 
actresses. 

Miss Bruce, in person, is of middle stature, 
fair complexion, expressive features, and a 
pleasing silvery voice. She appears to be well 
educated, and when off the stage is ladylike 
in her demeanour, and we are informed most 
respectably connected ; and is certainly a credit 
to Miss Herbert, her able tutoress. 

a 

Mrs Scott-Siddons will shortly appear at the 
Haymarket. 

Mr Lionel Brough will take his benefit at the 
St. James's Theatre on Wednesday (to-night). 


at Livorno, and afterwards at other Italiano 
theatres; while in Germany, he was one of 
the original singers in the Nozze di Figaro of 
Mozart, with whom he contracted a_ close 
intimacy at Vienna, where he had an engage- 
ment in the service of the Emperor Joseph, by 
whom he was much caressed. He afterwards 
settled in London. He appeared at D.L. in 
1787 as Lionel, in the opera of Lionel and 
Clarissa. He sang and directed the operas 
at this theatre till his retirement. 

Iu 1797 he composed the music to Zhe 
Castle Spectre, A Friend in Need, and (the 
most popular of all his compositions) Blue 
Beard, a romance by Colman. His Remini- 
scences, ari amusing work in 2 vols., 8vo., 
appeared in 1826. He died at Ramsgate, 
Oct. 15, same year. 


THOMAS KING. 


Tuts author and actor was born in London 
in 1730. At the age of 18 he debuted at D.L., 











and established himself in popular favour in 
‘the provinces and in the sister isle as a high 
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comedian. He returned to D.L. in 1759. 
Four yeas afterwards he wrote an operetta, 
Love at First Sight, and sang in it. In 1766 
he appeared with immense success as Lord 
Ogleby. In 1770—1, he took the Bristol 
theatre, and then relinquished it for a share in 
Sadler’s Wells. In 1782 he was deputy-man- 
ager at D.L., where he remained till 1788. 
He then played in Dublin and Edinboro’. In 
1789 he acted at C.G., but soon migrated to 
D.L., where he remained till 1801. His 
death took place four yeara after. He also 
wroie Neck or Nothing, a farce; A Peep 
behind the Curtain, Wits last Stake, and Lover's 
Quarrels, altered from Vanbrugh. He was 
considered an actor of first-rate ability. 


———__>——_—_—_——— 
A TRIP TO NORTILT WALES AND SALOP. 


Mr Epiror,—Knowinzg that you have a 
spare column for the rambles of your old con- 
tributors, I send you an account of my little 


Having admired the stately tower of Wrex- 
ham church, with its niches canopied and 
tenanted! and been pleasantly elated by its 
merry midnight chimes, I went to Oswestry, 
and by the Cambrian line to Llanfyllin, and 
through the so-called Welsh poiteries, though 
of pots there was no sign (except a small 
heap of red drain-pipes piled up at one of the 
stations), to Shrewsbury and Whitchurch, the 
former a most interesting old town. 
~ On Wednesday I saw—what no tourist ever 
thinks of visiting, or perbaps ever heard of— 
the Shropshire lakes, or meres. Ellesmere is 
the principal one; it is about a mile long, 
prettily skirted by wooded scenery. In the 
mere the cygnets may be seen indulging in 
aquatic gambols round their anxious mother, 
while the papa at a distance sails majestically 
regardless of his brood. Here arose another 
soft zephyr, as I sat by the sedgy banks, lost 
in reverie. From Ellesmere, through Mont- 
gomeryshire, to Welshpool and back to Shrews- 





excursion in North Walesa and the oorders last 
week, a sort of multum in parvo iu travels. 

I reached Chester Saturday evening, and 
spent part of Sunday religiously, not in a heated 
temple amidst the unco’ guid, but on the 
summit of Beeston rock, balt-way between 
Chester and Crewe, admiring the great works 
of the Creator in the glorious panorama spread 
lige a map at my feet. The ruins of the 
castle are picturesque, and of some extent, and 
once were deemed impregnable. ‘The immense 
insulated clilf is nearly perpeudicular on one 
side; I dared not look down “ where crows 
and choughe show scarce so gross as beetles ” 

“ Lest my brain turn, and the deficient sight 
Topple down headlong,” 
but tcook sketches, and walked thence to 
Bunbury, where some fine monuments are to 
be seen in the church. 

On Monday, via Mold into the Vale of Clwyd 
—very exquisite scenery—saw Denbigh aud 
its castle, charmingly situate, and the quaint 
town of Ruthin, where the old and new castles 
are in juxtaposition, the flower-gardens being 
on the old ramparts. A young Cambrian 
janitress shows you all the sights ‘‘for a con- 
sideration,” not omitting the Christian names 
of her mistress, inlaid in box, in gigantic 
letters—GrORGIANA THERESA ELLA. ‘Thence 
to Corwen, where the old church and lich-gate 
are backed by lofty crags and underwood. 
At Brra’s suggestion I pushed on to Bala, 
where at last a kindly breeze was wafted 
across the beautiful Jake, tempering in some 


d gree the canicular heat of the sun. I felt | 


well repaid for the defour—the scenery is 
truly lovely, There were a few tourists ot the 
Waite Lion, but the town is thoroughly un- 


picturesque—about the worst in Wales for an | 


artist. Thence to Ruabon and Wrexham, 
aloug the vale of Liangoilen. 


bury, having got lots of sketches, gone over 
no end of lines, and met with some charming 
fellow-travellers ! 

Apologising for this and much more, what 
your readers probably call twaddle, but which 
yon, Mr Editor, courteousy term *‘ correspun- 
deuce,” I now close my country missive. 

GAMMA. 


| 
| 
' 


P.S.—The annual Salopian carnival, yclept 
the Pageant of Antiquity, took place last 
Monday at Shrewsbury— Falstaff, HeoryVIIL, 
Elizabeth, Edward VI., Rubens, and a host of 
medigoval celebrities passed in procession 
through the town, The same day the Godiva 
show was revived at Coventry. 

— - — -~S—- -— --- 
CREMORNE GARDENS. 


The liberal bill of tare which is daily provi- 
ded at the hotel here for visitors has had the 
desired effect, for on Sunday and several days 
during the week, every pnblic aud private room 
and the cabinets were occupied, and many per- 
| sons desiring to partake of the capital 8s. 6d. 
diuner were disappointed for want of space to 
accommodate them. Tuesday was a special race 
gala, arranged for the gratification of those who 
desired to make Cremorne the finish for Hamp- 
ton sports. The gardens were most brilliantly 
illuminated; the fireworks by Wells were 
splendidly varied in colour and form, and the 
beautiful ballet of Giselle was most enthusiasti- 
cally received by the numerovs oceupants of 
stalls, galleries, and boxes. The bedding-out 
plants are now in full blossom, and will alone 
repay the visitor for a journey to this renovated 
and highly improved property. 





The Festival of the Three Choirs at Hereford 
will commence on Tuesday, August 23, in the 
cathedral, with Mendelssohn’s oratorio £lijah 
and will close on Friday morning with Handel's 
oratorio, the A/essiah. 


{ 
| 
| 
—————_»>"——_—_—_ 

| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
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VAUDEVILLE THEATRE. 

The success of Mr James Aubery’s Zwo 
Roses is unequivocal. It could hardly have 
been otherwise, for surely no modern comedy 
ever contained smarter dialogue, and certainly 
the acting could not be better, whether taken 
collectively or individually. The production 
of the new piece from the same pen will be 
looked for with pleasure. The pretty ladies 
who personate the ‘‘two roses”? have wisely 
discarded their flaming costumes for others of 
a less conspicuous colour. Miss Kathleen 
Irwin’s engagement having terminated, the 
character of Anna Maria Tissue, in Mr Hay’s 
farce of Cupboard Love is now played by Miss 
Louise Claire; and Mr H. Elton has succeeded 
Mr Thomas Thorne as the representative of 
Septimus Sprout. In Don Carlos Miss 
Rosina Power appears as Elizabeth of Valois, 
the part recently played by Miss Kathleen 
Irwin. Miss Irwin fis a clever singer; Miss 
Power is not. Several of the vocal selections 
are now of necessity omitted. 

————_-_ 


BLENHEIM HALL. 

On the 20th inst. a very meritorious and praise- 
worthy performance took place at the above Hall, 
by Miss Herbert's pupils; two very excellent 
pieces being selected for the evening’s amusement, 
the farce of The Spitalfields Weaver, and the 
favourite drama entitled The Ticket of Leave Man. 
The farce was very well acted, and provoked 
much laughter; Mr W. Thorpe being made up 
grotesquely for the character of Simmons, and 
who filled the part with broad and eccentric 
humour. Mr R. Dalton in the part of Brown had 
a good conception of the character and acted with 
both power and vigour in the scene with Darville, 
where he wishes to take advantage of his wife. 
Mr Laxton as Darville had little to do, but it was 
done well; and Miss C. Reid was as usual inter- 
esting, and looked the jovely and charming Adelle 
to perfection; she afterwards sang a song very 
sweetly, and met with an enthusiastic encore, she 
also favoured the audience with a dance—the 
Irish jig—which was loudly applauded, and 
which showed her versatile talent. Muss V. Gil- 
bert next appeared in a dance, and was loudly 
applauded. Both, we understand are under the 
tuition of Mr Valentine, dancing-master to the 
various classes. 

Then came the interesting drama, The Ticket 
of Leave Man, well cast and well acted. Miss 
Ada Clifton was a charming May Edwards, and 
acted the serious and comic portions of the 
character with much feeling and sensibility, she 
omitted the song in the first act, and upon inquiry 
We were given to understand she had been pre- 
Viously indisposed ; however, her acting through- 
out was all that could be desired. Muss Lavine 
undertook, at a short notice, the character of 
Emily St. Evremond ; it is superfluous to make 
any remarks upon her acting, suffice :t to say she 
Was admirable in the part. Miss Bruce as Mrs 
Willoughby was excellent; the audience had a 

great treat in her performance, and it was evident 
they thought so for they applauded her raptu- 


rously. Miss C. Reid made an excellent mischie- 
vous-like roguish Sam Willoughby, for her 
acting and make-up was quite what the author 
intended. R. Brierly is a difficult part to act, 
and we were rather surprised to see a gentleman 
in the part who has had so little experience as 
Mr IT’. Laxton has had; however, he outshone 
our expectations, for his acting was bold, energetic, 
and forcible, and showed great perseverance and 
study. Practice is all he requires, particularly 
in stage business. Mr Gaston, as Dalton, never 
fails to give effect to any character he undertakes, 
having had much experience, and he hit off this 
character capitelly, particularly when he goes to 
Gibson’s counting] house. Mr Michelman—his 
first appearance—and who took the part of 
Hawkshaw, was we'l up in the text, and who took 
great pains with the part assigned to him; he 
was very careful and evidently knew what the 
character was intended to be; he wants practice, 
and must get rid of the monotony in his delivery, 
as well as using more actior; this will be 
obtained by practice. Mr Thorpe hit off the 
character of Melter Moss very well, but he hardly 
made it roguish enough. ‘The part of Green 
Jones should have been made rather more foppish 
and frivolous than Mr Dalton made it ; however, 
he pleased the audience. Mr Hule is a useful 
adjunct to the class, and does everything respect- 
able, and he made the most of the character of 
Maltby. 

The audience was both numerous and highly res- 
pectable, and Miss Herbert is deserving of much 
credit for her excellent management and comfoprt- 
abie arrangements. 

a 

The Stratford-on Avon Herald writes :—‘‘ A 
gentleman in London is publishing a series of 
cartes of a novel description, entitled, ‘ The Shak- 
spere Carte de Proverbe.’ The idea is a good 
one, and it is excellently carried out. ‘There are 
three columns of clear closely-printed proverbs 
selected from the works of Shakspere on each 
carte, the centre column being headed with a 
beautifully executed medallion from the Chandos 
Portrait, and the well-known quotation, ‘ familiar 
in their mouths as household words.’ ‘The 
proverbs are well selected and arranged; and, 
of course, display an abundance of wisdom in a 
very small space.” 

On Tuesday week Miss Glyn gave her final 
Sbaksperian reading in this country previous to 
her departure for Australia. The scene was the 
great hall, St. James’s, and the audience was 
fashionable and enthusiastic. 

Among the numervus works of art exhibited 
at the conversazione of the Royal Institute of 
British Arcbitects on Wednesday week, was the 
elegant conducior’s chair and music desk presen- 
ted to Mr F. Kingsbury, the conductor of the 
Orchestral Union. These specimens have been 
designed by Mr Basset Keeling, and the work 
executed by Messrs Hart, Son, and Pearce. 

Miss Grace Alleyne has become the lessee of 
the Globe Theatre. Mr Walter Lacy will be 
stage-manager. 

A new drama, by Mr Charles Reade, is in re- 
hearsal at the Gaiety, in which Mr H, Vezin is to 
appear, 
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Notices to Correspondents. 

Noticr.—We beg to remind Managers and Secre- 
taries, of Amateur Clubs, we are now making a 
new list of Registered Clubs for the year, and shall 
be glad to hear from them, stating the name of 
their club, place and time of meeting, with Mana- 
ger’s and secretary’s names, &c., with 2s. 6d. in 
postage stamps. 

Tr is requested that all private letters be forwarded 
to the Editor, 9, Acton-street, King’s-cross-road. 
Erriz.—Miss Lizzie Lawton, for twelve months a 
member of Mr James Rogers’s company at Theatre 
Royal, Birmingham, &c., was a pupil of Miss 
Herberts, and went direct from her to the above 

engagement. 

J. H. Starer.—It is usual either to send an adver- 

fK tisement, or order copies when we give such a 

§ [notice. 

E. Hernert.—We are greatly obliged by the note 
and attention paid to us. 

New Royaury.—A notice in our next will be given 
of Mr Morton’s benefit, which takes place on 
Thursday. 

P. L.—The back numbers are left for you at Lacy’s. 

Grimatp1.—The amount delivered was 3s. more. 

P. R.—We will attend the performance. 





CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be pre-paid). 


Six Lines - - - - - - - Is. Od. 
Eight - ~ . - - - - - Is. 6d, 
Twelve - - - - - - - 2s. Od. 
Twenty - ~ - - - - - 2s. 6d. 
Across the back - . a - ls. extra. 


It is requested that all advertisements be sent by Monday 
afternoon, prepaid, to top floor $35a, Strand. 
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AMATEUR ACTING PAST AND PRESENT. 





I.—PAST. 
“ 'Tragical, my noble lord, it is ; 
For Pyramus therein doth kill himself. 
Which when I saw rehears’d, I must confess, 
Made mine eyes water; but more merry tears 
The passion of loud laughter never shed.” 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. 





One of the most remarkable features of the 
age, as regards its amusements, is the growing 
passion for amateur theatricals ; indeed unpro- 


fessional acting may now reasonably be set 
down as an institution; nearly all our young 
men—aye, and many of our young women too 
—of taste and ability like to take part in these 
performances, whether in plays, recitals, or 
charades, and not a few, devoid alike of taste 
and ability, persist in making an exhibition of 
themselves to the disgust of zesthetically-inclined 
spectators. 

The writer recollects when these intellectual 
recreations were almost unknown ; some 35 or 
40 years ago a few loose medical students and 
others, mostly provincials, in a rough and 
tumbie fashion occasionally enacted stupid and 
heavy pieces at the Westminster theatre, or 
Wynatt-street, the Thespian in Katharine-street, 
or the West London—the Kafoozlem as it was 
styled in the argot of the period—(now the 
Prince of Wales’s). 

Tragedies such as the Carmelite, Cato, Earl of 
Essex, Douglas, the Apostate, and others of 
ponderous calibre (even Othello aud Richard 111) 
were favourites with the strutting and bellowing 
tyros who spouted at the close of the reign of 
the fourth George. 

The ladies (?) who lent their services to these 
stage-struck heroes were—to call a spade a 
spade—simply prostitutes ; the men sometimes 
came on half-intoxicated, and forgot their parts, 
which were at best very imperfectly committed 
to memory, the prompter’s services being in 
constant requisition; one rehearsal usually 
sufficing, they were frequently ‘ out even toa 
full disgrace,” and the whole proceeding was 
either a disreputable orgie, or, in its less ob- 
jectionable form, a slovenly attempt made worse 
by mouldy accessories. 

The exception to the rule was when perfor- 
mances took place in private, when the wives, 
sisters, and friends of the actors joined in the 
representation. 

If others, now living, can by their remem- 
brances of better entertainments of an ama- 
teurial kind,contradict these remarks, the writer 
will be only too pleased to learn that the invita- 
tions he received in his boyhood to assist at 
these diversions were of an exceptional nature, 

When Barnard Gregory, Editor of the Satirist, 
(a powerful actor of the Edmund Kean school) 
and othergmen of bistrionic ability, started the 
Shaksperians at the old Opera House, things 
began to lookup. These performances were on 
a grand scale, and fashionably attended, the act- 
ing was excellent, and good actresses were ev- 
gaged to bring the pieces off with éclat. A lull 
was perceptible for many years after the termi- 
nation of these clever entertainments. Music 
engrossed the public attention. Shakspere 
would not go down, either professionally or 
otherwise. Macready and Vestris at length re- 
vived the drama, but amateurs were noi forth- 
coming. Only within the last decade have 
they sprung up, and mushroom like, are per- 
petually growing, and like their fungoid proto- 
type, almost as rapidly dying away to make 
room for the fresh supply continually cropping 
up all over the land. 

Ffowever cynics may afiect to sneer at the 
crude displays of some of our present youths, 
it must be admitted that greater decorum 





is observed, parts are better studied, audieucet 
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more appreciative, and the Thespian temples 

in which they meet more attractive than in 

the days we speak of, when lumpish stalk and 

stilt, innocently paraded in honour of the muse 

Melpomene, held sway over the boards; when 

debauchery was rampant; when the boxes were 

occupied by dissipated Phrynes in décolletées 
dresses (such as the lady wore the other even- 

ing when she leaned over the Emperor’s car- 
riage as be was leaving the opera and a witty 

gamin exclaimed ** Ldchez ces bombes, Madame, la 
police vous surveille”); when the orchestra and 
gallery were the temporary abode of the screech- 
owl, and the dressing-rooms the permanent 
home of the flea and the lizard; when only one 
costumier was known to let out dresses, and 
those of a dirty and incorrect character, in 
keeping with the immoral aspect of the whole 
proceeding. But in those memorable days the 
amusements of young men were rather coarse ; 
the public-house was their chief resort; and they 
drank a great deal more than was good for 
them ; where is the wonder, since they had the 
example of their fathers,—many of them three- 
bottle men, worthy descendants of Squire 
Western—who used round Saxon oaths to season 
their unclean conversation, and were openly 
profligate and sensual? The students of the 
medical and Jaw schools vied with each other as 
to who should be the greatest blackguard, their 
delight being to insult decent women, reel in the 
streets in pea-coats, blow clouds from dirty 
clay pipes in respectable people’s faces, cater- 
waul during the smal! hours, and, by way of 
variety, wrench knockers,with stout cudgels 
It is true such 
doings are not wholly unknown in more modern 
times, still it must be admitted that if the moral 
tone of society is not much better at the core, 
the decency of the surface,the mere dress of 
life, is carefully attended to in these degenerate 
days. 

At the Universities there was far more decor- 
um than in the metropolis ; theatricals by un- 
dergraduates were ignored ; like billiard-play- 
ing and gambling such pastimes were forbidden 
by the authorities, and woe betide the unlucky 
gownsmen who was caught by the proctors cz 
flagrante delicto.* Wow altered is this repres- 
sive system recent scandalous disclosures too 
well show. 

When the Editor of this JoURNAL issued his 
early numbers, his remarks were necessarily 
restricted to professional performances, he hav- 
ing no opportunities of assisting at those of 
amateurs; indeed, as we all know, the last- 
named efforts are of comparatively recent 
growth. The tragic attempts of our fathers, 
although ludicrous, were legitimate, and they 
had the advantage, moreover, of being unac- 
quainted with the leggy burlesque of this gene- 
ration, the grotesque tragedy being supple- 
mented either by one of the good old farces, or 
by the innocuous if not too brilliant travesties of 





* There were only two billiard-rooms in Cam- 
bridge when the writer was an undergraduate ; in 
each of which a secret panel was constructed for the 
purpose of hastily concealing any players in statu 
pupiliari, when the proctor aud his bulldogs were on 
the scent, 





the day, known as Tom Thumb, Bombaste§ Furi- 
oso, and Chrononhotonthologos. But en revanche 
they could adjourn after the performance to (We 
Temple of Nastiness—the “ Judge and Jury,” 
—where that bloated mass of obscenity—High 
Priest Nicholson, — and his worthy acolytes 
sacrificed nightly at the shrine of Priapus. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 


A 


GALLERY OF ILLUSTRATION. 


On Saturday last a complimentary benefit tc 
Miss Harfleur took place at the above hall, 
when a brilliant and fashionable audience atten- 
ded. The selection of pieces—the Widow's Vic- 
tim, the Little Treasure, Mr and Mrs White, and 
the Screen Scene from the School for Scandal — 
was well arranged, although rather too much 
for one evening. 

The first piece was not very interesting, and 
would not have been so well received as it was, 
had it not been for the gentlemanly, and we 
must add careful acting of Mr Meldon as Mr 
Twitter ; this gentleman is always well conver- 
sant with the part he undertakes, and for an 
amateur he is deserving of our warm congratu- 
lations for his strict attention to the text; he 
never over-acts the character, but strictly acts 
up to others, and in this instance he was quite 
successful, Messrs Clip and Hinton had very 
mediocre parts, and did all they could to keep 
the farce going, but they sadly overacted their 
parts. Miss Myles and Miss Fraser did their 
best in two unimportant parts, but we are of 
Opinion that a more striking and pleasing piece 
might have been selected to show their abilities, 

The popular comedy of the Little Treasure 
followed, and was admirably acted. Miss Nelly 
Bromley in the part of Gertrude, was quite at 
home, and showed great intellect and praise- 
worthy ability in the scene where she first bas 
au interview with ber father ; the affection she 
depicted had a reality about it seldom portrayed 
by so young an actress, Mr Harcourt dis- 
played excessive feeling and pathos as the 
father in the scene with his daughter, and man- 
ly fortitude in the scene where he has the first 
interview witb his long lost wife. Miss Fraser 
as Lady Howard, did justice to the character, 
and looked and acted with artistic ability. Capt. 
Vivian was very clever in the part of Walter, 
and carried ont the author’s views to the very 
letter, and Mr Sefton was very amusing as 
Flattermore. Miss Lavine was admirable ag 
Mrs Middleton, her consequence and indigna- 
tion being excellently depicted, and showed how 
strictly she adhered to the author’s meaning. 
Indeed, every character was done great justice 
to, and the drama was concluded amidst enthu- 
siastic approbation, 

The latenees of the hour prevented us seeing 
the conclusion, but upon enquiry we hear that 
the beneficiare, Miss Ilarfleur, was quite equal 
to the part of Lady Teazle in the celebrated 
Screen Scene. 








* Mrs S, Lane, who has been for some time 
suffering from a hurt in her knee is, we are 
glad to hear, able to leave ber room, 
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TASTE AND MORALS. 


TRANSITIONS of taste are frequert. In the 
earlier stages of dramatic literature, the gro- 
tesque and the monstrousabound. The actors, 
doubiless, at one time, “imitated humanity 
most abominable.” Probably, Roscius himself 
was unnatural, or would be so to us; but 
then, the taste of that era was differeit indeed 
from that of ours! ‘The taste of some nations, 
to this day, is extravagant to the English, and 
their morals purely execrable. Modest women 
in some countries would be shocked and abso- 
lutely horrified at sights and sounds that in 
other lands are conventionally allowed. 

An endless reform is needed in art. In 
fact, there can be no progress without demoli- 
tion. Genius dies, even of sheer inanition, 
where a species of Tory principle is, zestheti- 
cally, upheld. Genius lives in new things: 
**T make all things new” is its prerogative. 
But there may be downward as well as up- 
ward movements. In music our taste is 
improved, in the drama it is deteriorated. 
* Any trash will go down with the town.” It 
was said by a rather cynical thinker, ‘the 
public know nothing of well-wishers, and keep 
a wary eye on those who would reform them.” 
True; but, if we let the public alone, weeds 
choke the way of good. The public if allowed 
to please the natural taste without the censor- 
ship of opinion must certainly go wrong. 
Honest and rational critics therefore inveigh 
against corruption. In acting, and in dramatic 
writing, there is now so rarely an attempt to 
do the *‘highest.”” The rising generation may 
declare the middle-aged ‘‘ fogies ” prejudiced ; 
‘* but,’’ says Browning, ‘* we musicians know.” 

**Since Jacob’s dream,” Hazlitt boldly 
asserted, ‘the heavens have gone further cff, 
and become astronomical.” The sarcasm 
applies to ue. The heavens of genius are 
gone away. We have thie mere dry bones of 
the drama, and live on the past. As I have 
mentioned Hazlitt, it may be ivteresting to the 
reader to repeat an anecdote from his life :— 

‘*J, not very long ago,” says H., ‘had the 
pleasure of spending an evening with Mr 
Betty, when we had some ‘good talk’ about the 
‘good old times’ of acting I wanted to insinuate 
that I had been a sneaking admirer, but could 
not bring itin. As, however, we were putting 
on our greatcoats downstairs, I ventured to 
break the ice by saying, ‘ There is one actor of 
that period of whom we have not made honor- 
able mention: I mean Master Betty.’ 

‘O,’ he said, ‘I have forgot all that.’ 

1 replied that he might, but that I could not 
forget the pleasure I had bad in seeing him. 
On which be turned off, and shaking his sides 
beartily, and with no measured demand on bis 
lungs, cried out, ‘O, MEMoRY, MEMORY |’” 

And it 7s this memory, in conjunction with 
hope—however distant—thatanimates thought- 


fulsouls. Beethoven's is called ** music of the 
future.” We might say something similar of 
Hamletand Cthello. They cannot be interpreted 
now ‘* Hine ille lachryme.” It is impossible, 
in regard to the past, not to feel “ such things 
were and were most dear to us.” But, if we 
must ignore the present, a species of relizions 
hope in all progress is left, and ‘ Faith, the 
evidence of the unseen,’? makes us desire g 
future for ihe Drama. Beta. 


—_—__@—_—_—_——_ 


ALBION HALL, DALSTON. 

THE members of the Dalston Dramatic Club 
gave an entertainment atthe above hall on 
Monday, June 20th, toa very full room (almost 
too full, considering the weather). 

My Wife's Dentist was the opening piece, in 
which the characters of Sir John (Mr Vining), 
Dick Hazard (Mr Jas. Marriott), and Rhoda 
(Miss Edwards), were well supported. The 
General Squadron, as represented by Mr 
Launcelot, was a most amusing character, in a 
way, however, little dreamed of by the author. 
At the fall of the curtain the performers 
received a hearty call to the front. Miss 
Rose Hastings then sang two songs in her 
usual artistic style. 

The principal piece of the evening was The 
Lady of Lyons. The Pauline of Miss E, 
Victor was a very intelligent impersonation ; 
in fact, one of the best amateur Paulines we 
have seen for some time. Mr G. Slatford 
played Claude Melnotte with much spirit, 
especially in the third act, and was honoured 
with special marks of approval by the audience. 
Mr C. White did good service as Mons. Beau- 
seant. Mr Longford gave'a humorous reading 
of Mons. Glavis, and Mr R. Dale was a vigo- 
rous Colonel Damas. The other characters do 
not call for special remarks. The scenery, all 
new, was admirable, and the dresses in good 
taste. 

Owing to the lateness of the hour at which 
the performance ccmmenced, and the long 
waits between the acts, at the time we left 
(4 past 11) there were 2 acts of the play, a 
song by Miss Minnie Faultless, and the farce 
of The Steeple Chase to be got through. 

We must not omit to state that Miss Fault- 
less very efficiently presided at the pianoforte. 


—  ——— 


Mr J. L. Toole will shortly visit America 
op a professional tour, extending over two or 
three months. 

At the Society of Arts last week a lecture 
on tragic art was delivered with great success 
by Dr Westland Marston. 

Mr Fechter, whose present engagement in 
New York is nearly completed, will shortly 
revisit Europe. He returns to America iu 
the autumn, and will then assume the manager 





ment of Selwyn’s Theatre, New York, 
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Registered Amateur Clubs, 





EAUFOY DRAMATIC CLUB—meets, during the 
winter months, twice a week at the FLEECE, Queea- 
street, E.C.—All communications respecting this Club 
to be addressed to Mr. OSCAR MOORE, Junior 
Garrick Club, Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C, 

MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 
i evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 
Stieet,'Oxfurd-street. Stage Manager, Mr T. E, Norman; 
Secretary, Mr George Esmond, 


ITZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 
ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
square. All applications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray. 


JORTH LONDON AMATEUR DRAMATIC 
N CLU B—meets every Tuesday evening, at 8, atthe 
SouTHGATE Ans, Southgate-road, Islington, N.— 
Seeretary, Mr John Ford, jun., to whom all communi- 
cations should be addressed. 


RION DRAMATIC CLUB.—W. Seear, Treasurer, 
372, Kingsland-road ; Acting and Stage-manager, 
MrG. H. Whittaker. Applications, with references, 
to be made to F. Small, jun., Hon. Secretary, 6, Albert- 
road, Dalston. 


OYALT Y DRAMATIC CLUB—meets every 
Thursday evening at 8 at the CLUB-RooM, la, 
Arbour-square, Stepney. Manager, Mr J. W. RED- 
HEAD; Treasurer, Mr J. WHITE; Secretary, Mr A- 
G. STODDART, 21, Arbour-street East, Commercial. 
road, E. 

{HERIDAN DRAMATIC CLUB meets every 
\) Tuesday and Friday evening at the Artizans’ Club, 
Newman-street, Oxford-street. Applications respecting 
performances, or admission, to be made to Mr C. Henry, 
21, Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s-inn-fields. Stage- 
manager, Mr J. B. Everall. 


HETIS DRAMATIC CLUB, Chelsea.—Meetings 
twice a week. Performances given in aid of chari- 
table institutions. For particulars as to performances, 
or for admission to this select Club apply to the Manager, 
R. Horsley Woods, Esa., 37, Markham-square,Chelsea, 
$.W. 


ICTORIA AMATEUR CLUB(Established 1866.)—- 
This club is formed with a view of giving 
periodical entertainments for the mutual benefit of the 
members and other friends ; the former being at the en- 
tire expense attending the getting up of the sane, and 
the ladies being exempt from all pecuniary liability. 
Henry WaLKeER, Acting Manager, 21, Westbourne- 
road, Arundel-square, N. 





Honroway’s Ointment AnD Prtts.—For the 
cure of debility, bilious, and liver complaints ; 
they restore thousands from sickness who fear to 
seek medical aid, because their means are too 
narrow to discharge its heavy costs. Rheumatic 
and gouty affections soon yield to the soothing 
influence of Holloway’s medicaments. After fo- 
mentation, the Ointment only requires to be 
well rubbed in the part affected, to lesson the 
inflammation and subdue the throbbing pain. It 
leaves behind neither swelling, stiffness. nor 
lameness. By carefully attending to the instruc- 
tions folded round Holloway's remedies, recent 
pains in the muscles, joints, and sinews may be 
readily overcome, and mobility be restored in 
chronic cases where rigidity had resu!ted. 

Five hundred chorus singers are advertised for 
the Guiré, in Paris, for Offenbach’s new opera, in 
July. One of the effects must be to blow the 
toof off with sweet and concentrated sound. 

Hervé’s Faust will shortly be produced ai the 
New National Standard Theatre. 


THEATRICAL OBITUARY. 


It is with sincere regret that we announce the 
death of Mr Sidney Foster, who for many years 
had gained the esteem and goodwill of all he be- 
came connected with in his arduous duties. Mr 
Foster appeared for some years since at Astley’s 
Theatre, and gained some celebrity for his ren- 
dering of the Duke of Wellington in The Battle 
of Waterloo, in which Mr Gomersal was Napo- 
leon. For nearly twenty years he was treasurer 
at the theatre, and filled a like office at the 
Surrey Gardens, and latterly at the Philhar- 
monic Music Hall. He died on the 18th inst., 
after a few days’ illness, and was interred at 
Highgate, where his wife was buried some time 
since, 


The remains of Harry Sidney were borne to 
their last resting-place on Tuesday week, where, 
in Finchley Cemetery, all that is mortal of the 
“ yreat comic” were interred. The fuseral cor- 
tege, which consisted of a plumed hearse drawn 
by two horses, and followed by four mourning 


Seven Sisters-road, soon after half-past one 
o’clock, 


To Amateurs, 
LENHEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 
450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 
Drop and Scenery. ‘lo be LET for Amateur Perfor- 
mances. STAGE DANCING.—Every description thor- 
oughly and rapidly taught by a Public Professor. All 
lessous given on the stage, and an appearance guaranteed. 
NOTICE 


Miss Herbert begs to inform her friends and patrons 
that the classes for ELOCUTION and STAGE 
PRACTICE will re-assemble JULY 12th, and perfor- 
mance will take place every three weeks. 

Miss Herbert will be happy to hear from ladies and 
gentlemen. Next performance, JULY 25—A WON- 
DERFUL WOMAN, and CHARLKS the SECOND. 


Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 
street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 

Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform- 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order, Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr, May an order 
for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punce 
quality all studied. 
Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street, 








Dramatic Offices, 42, Gerrard-street, Soho, W. 
ESSRS GIBBS & BECKETT continue to receive 
i Pupils for the Stage, or Ball-room, at the above 
address, daily, at any hour. Elocution, Action, &c., &c., 
taught privately, Introduction to the London and 
principal provincial theatres guaranteed, ‘Terms mode- 
rate. 
Wanted a few members for the Royal Alfred Dramatic 
lub. Secretary, T. W. Beckett. 





Regent Park Hall, Euston-square. 
VERY AMUSING ENTERTAINMENT will 
be given at the above hall by Mrs T. C. HY TCHE, 
on TUESDAY, JULY 5, which is patronised by some 
well known literary gentlemen. Tickets to be had at 
167, Euston-road. 


Belgravia ‘theatre, Sloane-square. 
Under the Management of Mr J. RussEuu (Late of the 
New Royalty). - 
NE or TWO FIRST-CLASS AMATEURS 
WANTED — Ladies and gentlemen, Amateur 
Societies treated with on reasonable terms terms. Mr 


East, sec. 
BEHIND THE FOOTLIGHTS every evening. 








coaches, left his residence in Grafton-road, ° 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOWS, 


218, HIGH HOLBORN. 


‘ i brilliant and favourite BALL ROOM is OPEN every evening. The greatest regard is paid to ensure the 
comfort and enjoyment of visitors. 
N.B.-The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 
Doors open at Half-past Eight. Close at Twelve o'clock. 
Admission throughout the establishment 1s, 
Musical Director, Mr. W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 


CREMORNE GARDENS. 


4 NTERTAINMENTS from four o'clock p.m. Amusements continue until eleven, when a Grand Pyrotechnic 

4 Display, by Mr Wells, of the Crystal Palace, willtake place. Gardens op n at three p.m. Admission, One 
Shilling. Sundaysat four, by refreshment card, 61.—Table d’ Hote at half-past six, 2s 6d. 

Mr JOHN BAUM begs to announce thata LARGE PORTION of the THEATRE and various ENTER- 
TAINMENTS will be FREE to the PUBLIC. This being entirely a new feature, the lessee begs to draw special 
attention to it. MDLLE. CLAVELLE, 

Premier Dansuese de Cartele from Milan, Venice, ‘Turin and Paris, every evening in the grand 
ballet of GISELLE, at ten. 

The Wonderful and Daring TRAPEZE PERFORMANCE by Signor Eugenio, the Brothers Fernandez, the 
Sisters Nathalie, Leontine, and Blanche, and the Almonti Troupe, all performing at the same time, at 10.45. The 
greatest combined performance in the world. 











AMATBUR THUATBIGALS 
| ARRISON’S TREATRICAL WAREHOUSE, 25 and 31, BOW-STREET, COVENT GARDEN, W.C. 
J Costumier to all the principal Amateur Dramatic Societies. Amateur Theatricals, School Festivities, Fétes, 
&c., supplied with Costumes, Wigs, Masks, Scenery, Flags, &. His celebrated expanding Portable Theatres, and 
Richardson’s Shows, that were fitted up at the Crystal Palace, Nobility and Rifle Fétes, with new Scenery, 
Raised Stages, Gas Fittings, &c., fitted up in any sized Town Hall or Drawing Room in Town or Country. Mrs. 
HARRISON’S Ladies’ Costume Warehouse, 25, Bow-street, W.C. 








ROYAL HIGHBURY BARN GARDENS | \JADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, Baker- 
AND \ street.—On view, upwards of THREE HUN- 
ALEXANDRA THEATRE, ISLINGTON. DRED PORTRAIT MODELS of celebrities a 
i . EB GI I characters of the present and past times ; amongst them 
Che Peneetens, Se S SSCS MENS. | Late wiede sl ip wee Peat. 
A GRAND BAL D'OPERA al fresco on a scale | the late Madame GRISI, and Prince Pierre BONA- 
of magnificence will take place on MONDAY, | parts. Also. the entire line of English Kings and 
JULY 4th. The whole of the grounds in this magnifi- | Queens from William the Conqueror. 
cent establishment brilliantly uluminated with tens of | ~ New and magnificent court dresses by Worth of Paris. 
thousands of lamps, will be thrown open on this occa- ‘Admission, 1s: Children under ten years of age, 6d. 
sion, Augmented band. Gentlemen’s tickets, 2s. 6d. ; Extra once: Gc ‘ Open during the Holidays from 10 
ladies’ ditto, 2s, Gardens open at 8, commence at 9. | 2 Jn. till 10 p.m . F 
Costumier, Mr 5. May. ia ai 
The great drama of JOLLY JOE, with all its origi- -- ——— —— Tara aso re 
nal effects, will be produced on TUESDAY, JULY 5, ADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, Baker 
in which Mr KE, Giovannelli, having recovered from his NM Street.—A PORTRAIT MODEL of TROP- 
severe accident, will appear in his original character of | \{ ANN is now added amongst innumerable relics. The 
Joey. actual KNIFE of the original GUILLOTINE used for 
On MONDAY, and all the week, the comedietta of | ghoe a capitation of Louis XVI., Marie Antoinette, 
NOTHING TO NURSE. Mr Charles Steyne, Mr | Robespierre, and 22,000 persons of the best and worst 
John Mordaunt, Mr E, Campbell, Miss M. Stafford, | pjood in France. 
Miss Flora Seymour, Miss Reynolds, &c, With the! Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
TWO GREGORIES, Fanchette (with songs), Miss | of Horrors, 6d. 
Eliza Hamilton. Open from eleven a.m. till five, and from seven till 
The French Troupe. | ten p.m. 
Dancing on the crystal platform to the Highbury | 
Band 





and. 
Gardens brilliantly illuminated with thousands of | UPILS for the Stage.—All who wish to adopt the 
variegated lamps, | Stage as a Profession, should apply to Mr. St. 
No advance in the prices. Admission to everything, | Marner, of the theatres Royal, Drury Lane and Covent 
Sixpence. Garden, at his Acadamy, 1, Hanway-st., ‘Tottenham 
Open every Sunday for promenade in the lovely | Court-road, a few doors from Oxford-street. Every kind 
gardens. Admission, by refreshment ticket, Sixpence. | of stage business, elocution, action, fencing, and all fancy 
‘rains from Broad-street and all stations on the North | dancing, classical character, and burlesque. Private 
London line every few minutes. lessons any hour, day, or evening; eight, £1 l1s.; 4 
Stage-manager, Mr J, Mordaunt. thorough course, £10 10s. Pupils may pay by monthly 
gE ~ TEER —————————a——— | intents. Touns gentlemen thoroughly taught to 
,Amateur Theatricals. play harlequin or clown; the whole of the business, 
M* MONTAGUE (from the Theatre Royal, dances, &c., for £10 10s. Engagements procured for 
Lyceum. &c.) having recovered from her severe pupils. The Highland Fling, Hornpipe, Jig, or Break- 
indisposition, can accept engagements for the above, | down ; private instruction till perfect in each dance, 
For terms apply, W. BESTOW, Esq., 9, Acton- street | ¢] 1s,—Apply personally, or by letter, enclosing directed 
Grays Inn-road. envelope. 
Elocution and the Stage. 
R WM. A. STANLEY has vacancies for pupils, 














who will be thoroughly instructed and brought Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve yee 
out. Address—8, Annett’s-crescent, Essex-road, Isling- | Vickexs, at 317, Strand, for the Proprietor, W. BE : 
ton, | To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns 
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